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It 
w

or
ks

 li
ke

 t
hi

s.
 A

 c
ar

, 
us

ua
lly

 w
ith

 a
 d

riv
er

 a
nd

at
 le

as
t 

on
e 

p
as

se
ng

er
, 

re
ar

-e
nd

s 
or

 “
b

um
p

s”

yo
u 

in
 t

ra
ffi

c.
 Y

ou
 g

et
 o

ut
 t

o 
ch

ec
k 

th
e 

d
am

ag
e.

Th
e 

d
riv

er
 o

r 
on

e 
of

 t
he

 p
as

se
ng

er
s 

ju
m

p
s 

in

yo
ur

 c
ar

 a
nd

 d
riv

es
 o

ff.

If 
yo

u’
re

 b
um

p
ed

 b
y 

an
ot

he
r 

ca
r, 

lo
ok

 a
ro

un
d

b
ef

or
e 

yo
u 

ge
t 

ou
t.

 M
ak

e 
su

re
 t

he
re

 a
re

 o
th

er

ca
rs

 a
ro

un
d

, 
th

en
 c

he
ck

 o
ut

 t
he

 c
ar

 t
ha

t’s
 

re
ar

-e
nd

ed
 y

ou
 a

nd
 w

ho
’s

 in
 it

. 
If 

th
e 

si
tu

at
io

n

m
ak

es
 y

ou
 u

ne
as

y,
 s

ta
y 

in
 t

he
 c

ar
 a

nd
 in

si
st

 o
n

m
ov

in
g 

to
 a

 p
ol

ic
e 

st
at

io
n 

or
 b

us
y,

 w
el

l-
lig

ht
ed

ar
ea

 t
o 

ex
ch

an
ge

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n.
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■
  
If 

yo
ur

 c
ar

’s
 s

to
le

n,
 r

ep
or

t 
it 

to
 t

he
 p

ol
ic

e

im
m

ed
ia

te
ly

. 
A

ls
o,

 r
ep

or
t 

ab
an

d
on

ed
 c

ar
s 

to

th
e 

lo
ca

l a
ge

nc
y 

th
at

 h
an

d
le

s 
re

m
ov

al
.

■
  
W

he
n 

b
uy

in
g 

a 
us

ed
 c

ar
 f

ro
m

 a
n 

in
d

iv
id

ua
l o

r

a 
d

ea
le

r, 
m

ak
e 

su
re

 y
ou

 h
av

e 
th

e 
p

ro
p

er
 t

itl
es

,

th
at

 t
he

 V
IN

 n
um

b
er

 is
 in

ta
ct

, 
an

d
 t

he
 “

fe
d

er
al

st
ic

ke
r”

 is
 o

n 
th

e 
in

si
d

e 
of

 t
he

 d
riv

er
’s

 d
oo

r.

Th
at

 s
tic

ke
r 

sh
ou

ld
 m

at
ch

 t
he

 V
IN

.

■
  
S

ug
ge

st
 t

ha
t 

an
y 

d
ea

le
r, 

re
nt

al
 c

ar
 a

ge
nc

y,
 o

r

au
to

 r
ep

ai
r 

sh
op

 y
ou

 u
se

 o
ffe

r 
au

to
 t

he
ft

p
re

ve
nt

io
n 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

in
 t

he
 w
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g 
ro

om
s.

■
  
If 

jo
yr

id
in

g 
is

 a
 p
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m
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s 
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d
 jo

b
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p
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tu
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tie

s 
fo

r 
yo

un
g 

p
eo

p
le

.
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E

N
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N
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O
L
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■
  N

ever leave your car running or the keys in the

ignition w
hen you’re aw

ay from
 it, even for

“just a m
inute.”

■
  A

lw
ays roll up

 the w
ind

ow
s and

 lock the car,

even if it’s in front of your hom
e.

■
  N

ever leave valuables in plain view
, even if your

car is locked. P
ut them

 in the trunk or at least

out of sight. B
uy radios and tape and C

D

players that can be rem
oved and locked in the

trunk.

■
  P

ark in b
usy, w

ell-lighted
 areas.

■
  C

arry the registration and
 insurance card

 w
ith

you. D
on’t leave p

ersonal id
entification d

ocu-

m
ents or cred

it card
s in your vehicle.

■
  W

hen you p
ay to p

ark in a lot or garage, leave

just the ignition key w
ith the attend

ant. M
ake

sure no p
ersonal inform

ation is attached
. D

o

the sam
e w

hen you take your car for rep
airs.

A
D

D
 E

X
T
R

A
 P

R
O

T
E

C
T
IO

N

■
  Install a m

echanical locking d
evice—

com
m

only called
 club

s, collars, or j-b
ars—

that

locks to the steering w
heel, colum

n, or b
rake

to p
revent the w

heel from
 b

eing turned
 m

ore

than a few
 d

egrees. U
se it!

■
  Investigate security system

s if you live in a

high-theft area or d
rive an autom

ob
ile that’s an

attractive target for thieves. You m
ay get a

d
iscount on your auto insurance.

■
  Look into C

AT (C
om

b
at A

uto Theft) and
 H

E
AT

(H
elp

 E
lim

inate A
uto Theft) p

artnership

p
rogram

s w
here ind

ivid
uals voluntarily register

their cars w
ith the p

olice, and
 allow

 the p
olice

to stop
 the car d

uring certain hours w
hen they

norm
ally w

ould
 not b

e d
riving (such as

m
id

night to 5 a.m
.). A

ll p
articip

ants d
isp

lay

d
ecals in a d

esignated
 area on their vehicles.

W
H

A
T
 A

B
O

U
T
 C

A
R

J
A

C
K

IN
G

?

C
arjacking—

stealing a car b
y force—

has

cap
tured

 head
lines in the last few

 years.

S
tatistically, your chances of b

eing a carjacking

victim
 are very slim

, and
 p

reventive actions can

red
uce the risk even m

ore.

■
  E

tch the vehicle id
entification num

b
er (V

IN
) on

the w
ind

ow
s, d

oors, fend
ers, and

 trunk lid
.

This help
s d

iscourage p
rofessional thieves

w
ho have to either rem

ove or rep
lace etched

p
arts b

efore selling the car. C
op

y the V
IN

 and

your tag num
b

er on a card
 and

 keep
 it in a

safe p
lace. If your vehicle is stolen, the p

olice

need
 this inform

ation.

■
  A

p
p

roach your car w
ith the key in hand

. Look

around
 and

 insid
e b

efore getting in.

■
  W

hen d
riving, keep

 your car d
oors locked

 and

w
ind

ow
s rolled

 up
 at all tim

es.

■
  B

e esp
ecially alert at intersections, gas

stations, ATM
s, shop

p
ing m

alls, convenience

and
 grocery stores—

all are w
ind

ow
s of op

p
or-

tunity for carjackers.

■
  P

ark in w
ell-lighted

 areas w
ith good

 visib
ility,

close to w
alkw

ays, stores, and
 p

eop
le.

■
  If the carjacker has a w

eap
on, give up

 the car

w
ith no q

uestions asked
. Your life is w

orth

m
ore than a car.

In the United States,a vehicle 

is stolen every 21 seconds.

Stolen cars,vans,trucks,and

m
otorcycles cost victim

s tim
e and


